
Four Quartets In The Light Of The Chinese
Jar: A Poetic Journey Through Time and
Space
In the realm of literature, few works have captured the essence of time and
space as profoundly as T.S. Eliot's "Four Quartets." This seminal poetry
collection transports readers on an introspective journey, weaving together
themes of memory, loss, and the search for meaning amidst the relentless
passage of time.
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While countless interpretations have been offered over the years, one
unique and illuminating lens through which to view the "Four Quartets" is
that of the Chinese jar. In her captivating book, "Four Quartets In The Light
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Of The Chinese Jar," author Mary Lynn Tiller explores the surprising
parallels and interconnections between these seemingly disparate subjects.

The Convergence of Time, Space, and the Jar

The "Four Quartets" is a meditation on the nature of time. Eliot masterfully
juxtaposes the linear progression of time with the cyclical nature of
existence, suggesting that time is both a destructive and a redemptive
force. In "Burnt Norton," the opening poem of the collection, he writes:

"Time present and time past Are both perhaps present in time future, And
time future contained in time past."

Similarly, the Chinese jar, with its ancient and enigmatic origins, embodies
a sense of timelessness. It is a tangible object that transcends the
boundaries of linear time, carrying within it the echoes of countless
generations. Just as the "Four Quartets" invites us to contemplate the
interweaving of past, present, and future, the Chinese jar reminds us of the
interconnectedness of all time.

Furthermore, the jar is an embodiment of space. Its exquisite craftsmanship
and intricate design create a miniature world that contains both beauty and
mystery. In Eliot's "East Coker," he writes about the "still point of the turning
world," a place where time and space converge. The Chinese jar, with its
stillness and its ability to hold space for contemplation, evokes this same
idea. It becomes a microcosm of the wider universe, inviting us to explore
the depths of our own inner space.

The Jar as a Symbol of Enlightenment



One of the most striking parallels between the "Four Quartets" and the
Chinese jar is their shared connection to the concept of enlightenment. In
Eliot's poetry, the journey towards enlightenment is often depicted as a
process of gradual awakening, a shedding of illusions and a deeper
understanding of the true nature of reality.

Likewise, the Chinese jar has long been associated with wisdom and
enlightenment in Chinese culture. Its often intricate and symbolic designs
are believed to convey profound truths about the nature of the universe. By
studying the jar, contemplating its beauty, and delving into its hidden
meanings, one can embark on a path towards enlightenment and a deeper
understanding of the world around us.

A Poetic Dialogue with History

The "Four Quartets" is not only a meditation on time and space but also a
profound dialogue with history. Eliot draws upon a wealth of literary and
philosophical influences, from Dante and Shakespeare to Heraclitus and
the Upanishads. Similarly, the Chinese jar is a repository of history and
cultural traditions. Its unique designs and motifs reflect the artistic and
intellectual heritage of ancient China.

By placing the "Four Quartets" in the light of the Chinese jar, Tiller creates a
fascinating interplay between East and West, ancient and modern. This
intertextual approach allows readers to appreciate the resonances and
parallels between two seemingly distant cultures, enriching their
understanding of both.

"Four Quartets In The Light Of The Chinese Jar" is a truly innovative and
thought-provoking work that sheds new light on one of the most celebrated



poetry collections of the 20th century. By exploring the surprising
connections between the "Four Quartets" and the Chinese jar, Mary Lynn
Tiller offers readers a fresh perspective on Eliot's enduring themes of time,
space, and the search for meaning.

This book is not simply an academic study but an invitation to a poetic
journey, a journey inward and outward. Through her insightful analysis and
lyrical prose, Tiller inspires readers to contemplate the nature of time and
space, to embrace the mysteries of the unknown, and to seek
enlightenment in the unexpected places where we might find it.
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