
Control of Discretion in Criminal Justice 1950-
90
Delve into the Intricate Web of Discretion in the Criminal Justice
System

In the realm of criminal justice, discretion plays a pivotal role, shaping the
trajectory of countless lives. 'Control of Discretion in Criminal Justice 1950-
90' offers a comprehensive exploration of this multifaceted concept,
providing invaluable insights for scholars, practitioners, and anyone
seeking to understand the complexities of the criminal justice system.

The Allure of Discretion

Discretion, the inherent power to make decisions based on one's judgment,
is an indispensable element of the criminal justice system. It empowers law
enforcement officers, prosecutors, judges, and other officials with the
authority to interpret and apply laws, often in situations where clear-cut
guidelines are absent. This latitude grants them the ability to tailor justice to
the specific circumstances of each case, considering individual
characteristics, societal norms, and the potential impact of their decisions.
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The Perils of Discretion

While discretion can facilitate equitable and individualized outcomes, it also
harbors potential pitfalls. Unrestrained discretion can lead to inconsistent
and arbitrary decisions, undermining public trust in the fairness and
impartiality of the criminal justice system. Moreover, it can exacerbate
disparities based on race, gender, socioeconomic status, and other factors,
perpetuating systemic biases and injustices.

Balancing Discretion and Control

Recognizing the inherent tensions between discretion and accountability,
the book meticulously examines various mechanisms employed to control
and guide discretionary decisions. It delves into the establishment of clear
policies and procedures, the use of oversight bodies and external review,
and the role of training and education in promoting consistent and fair
decision-making.

Case Studies and Empirical Research

The book meticulously analyzes case studies and empirical research to
provide a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of discretion in
criminal justice. It draws upon real-world examples to illustrate the
challenges and opportunities associated with managing discretionary
power and presents data-driven insights into the factors that influence
decision-making.
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Historical Context and Contemporary Relevance

'Control of Discretion in Criminal Justice 1950-90' offers a unique historical
perspective, tracing the evolution of discretionary practices over four
decades. It explores the impact of landmark Supreme Court rulings, social
and political movements, and technological advancements on the way
discretion is exercised in the criminal justice system. This historical lens
provides valuable context for understanding the ongoing debates
surrounding discretion and its implications for contemporary criminal justice
policies.

Essential Reading for Criminal Justice Professionals

For criminal justice professionals, 'Control of Discretion in Criminal Justice
1950-90' is an indispensable resource. Whether you are a law enforcement
officer, prosecutor, judge, probation officer, or other practitioner, this book
will empower you with a deep understanding of the nature and complexities
of discretion, enabling you to make informed and responsible decisions.

Valuable Insights for Scholars and Researchers

Scholars and researchers in the field of criminal justice will find 'Control of
Discretion in Criminal Justice 1950-90' to be an invaluable contribution to
the literature. Its comprehensive analysis, historical perspective, and
empirical findings provide a solid foundation for further research and theory
development. The book challenges conventional wisdom and offers
innovative perspectives on the role of discretion in shaping the criminal
justice system.

Empowering Informed Citizens



Beyond the criminal justice community, this book is essential reading for
anyone seeking to understand the inner workings of the criminal justice
system. By demystifying the concept of discretion, 'Control of Discretion in
Criminal Justice 1950-90' empowers citizens with the knowledge and
insights they need to participate effectively in public discourse and hold the
criminal justice system accountable.

Free Download Your Copy Today

Don't miss out on this groundbreaking work that will redefine your
understanding of discretion in criminal justice. Free Download your copy of
'Control of Discretion in Criminal Justice 1950-90' today and embark on a
journey that will challenge your assumptions, broaden your perspectives,
and deepen your appreciation for the complexities of the criminal justice
system.

Additional Features

Comprehensive index for easy navigation

Detailed references and bibliography for further research

Engaging writing style that makes complex concepts accessible

About the Author

Dr. Jane Doe is a leading expert in criminal justice with over 20 years of
experience as a researcher, professor, and practitioner. Her
groundbreaking work on discretion has received international recognition
and has influenced policy and practice at the local, state, and federal
levels.
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